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KWANQIUNG COAL AND JRON STTUATION

Coal

Kwangtung's mineral resources are small, but 1f her cosl and ircn reserves
are developed and profitably used, the province may yet te self gufficient.

China's larges’ iesourcee are ia coal, but the deposiis are mostly in the
northern provincés, with little in the central and southern regis 3. Kwengtung
has coal reserves of perhaps 300 million to 500 million tons, lass than one f£ifth
¢ one percent of the reserves of CHina. Fstimates' are tabled below:

1913 1925 1929 1934
HFeish Geol
Drake Chia-ymog Survey Office
Entire country (million tons) 696,613 217,623 265,455 248,287
Kwangtung 1,009 . 600 300 h21
Kw\unstung percent 0.1 0.23 0.11 0.17

Kvangiung's coal deposits are scattered along the Peil Chiang in the north, the
Ban Chiang ip the erst, and along the coast in the west. Coal in the Han valley
centers aroupd Mel Hsien. 1t fs poor in quantity and quality, suitable only for
local use. The most abundant deposits are in the Pei valley, in Ch'u-chiang, Lo-
ch'ang, Jen-hua, Shih-hsirg, Nan-heiung, snd Ju-yuan hsiens, south of the Ta-yu

mountain , adjoining Aunan and Kiangsi. The richest miunes, Kou-ya-tung, Pa-
tzu-1ing,; anfl Pai-mao.chou in Ju-yuan Hedan, have tha lersest cutpyt. They are

also the wost promising. These three mines are between Ju-yuan ayd I-chang, stretch-
ing over 13 miles with seams 20 feet thick. Reserves are thought to be 50 million
tons, of high quality suitable for coke or factory and railvay fuel. The mines w:ire
opened in 1947 by the official Nan-ling Coal Company. At the end of 1y48 the Xou-
ya-tung Mine was producing 7,500 tons per month and the Pa-tzu-ling 1,800.
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Cquipment at the Kou-ya-tung is the btest, with a powar plant, coed cars,
and modern ventilators. Transportation 18 furnished by & spur of the Cantop-
Henkow Railwey. The cother two mines have poorer equipment and transport 1s
wore difficult. However, since the building of the above-named spur, the trans-
portation problem can be solved by means of conrecting lines.

The output of coal in Kwangtung is simall tecause the mines are not developed.
Before the war, Imported coal was the mafv scurce, amounting to 581,013 tons in
1933. Of this total, 202,777 was from K'ai-p'ing, 131,501 from fadia, 96,54% from
Indopesia, 69,855 from Kalphong, and the balance from other parts of China. The
emount imported from ab..ad has decressed greatly since the war, but thet broueht
in from other provincés still holds first place. Betveen November 1947 and May

1948, 96,613 tons vere brought in.

The anpual output of cosal in rorthern Kwangtung has been estimeted at 25,400
_tons.  Tn 10kQ 4t s exmerted tn rench 130,000 TIf -he incresse ic mulntoined in
one or 2 years Kwangtung should be self-sufficient in coal. The prewar demand in
Kwangtung was 500,000 <o 600,000. After ‘the war conswaptlon slackened, but now with
the ‘needs for reconstruction, consumpiicn may exceed that of prewar times, Therefnre,
_inecredsing output at the other two mines apd the improvenent of treansport Tecilities
dre problems that must be faced after liberation. .

Iron
In the geograpnical distributina of irou in Chins, the northern provinces have
the largest share. Kwangtung reserves are very small. According 4o the report of
the Geological Survey Offjce of the former Ministry of Industry, iron reserves in
“he entire nation total 1,119,266,00C tons, 4 million of which are 1a Kwangtung.
Most of the province’s resources are found in Yang-t’ang in Lien-chleng Hoien. By
other mcre recent estimates, China‘s iron reserves exceel 2,%00,000,000 toms, while
Kwangtung's are more than ten million. These are scattered in Ying-teh, Yun-fou,
Tzu-chin, and Lo-ch'smg. The estimater awailt confirmatlon. but it 1s certain tnat

Kwangtung's reserves gre very limited.

While this scarcity is true of *the Kwangtung meinland, thers are abundant iroen re-
sources inEai-nan Ieland. Theme &re found mostly in Nu-vel ts'mm of Wen-ch'ang Helen,
Hsia-ghnt t&unof G’ lung-tung, Houdo, Ch'ang-ch'iao of Wan-ning, Kan peo-kang and Ch'i-kung-
1lieg of Ling-shui, Keo-shan-ling of Lin-kao, Chia-hsieb, -Nan-niu-ling, Niu-fu-ling -
of Tiag-an, und\sqmlpi-ling of Ch'eng-mei, Yron is also found througbout Yai Hsien.

The richest mines are those of Shik-lu and T'ien-tu. Shih-lu has two mine areas,
one 600 meters long, 200 wide ; 5C deep, with'25 million tous, end the other 500 meters
square, 100 deep, with 100 million tons. This large mine has excellent equipment,
and produces hematite ore containing more tlan 60 percent iron.

The T'ien-tu Mine has reserves of 7,50d,000 tons of quality sihilar to the ahove-
named. The mine has a light railway and godd harbor facilities. There are also '
chine shops, foundry, and repair shops, & $00-Horsepower electric plaht, and a
+ton smelter. '

Dhring the occupation, the Japanese worked both deposits vigorously, extracting
600,006 tons of ore at Shih-lu. They planned to raise the yearly output to 3 million
tons but because cf insufficient equipment, actual production fell rar below this

figure.

Prewar production in Kwangtung was about 16,000 tons per year, tut with the
outbreak of war, output dncreased rapidly, slthough i% wes used only as raw material

for shipment to Japan.
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' Since liberstion, with recoustruction urgent and little iron and steel
A industry, creating a self-zufficient South Cliina has beesn & sericus problenm. ~

. The Reserves of coal are In north KXwangtung, but iron depogits axe in

Hainan to .the south, involvipg trapsport over a distance of lsnd and sea. This
added cosh 1z an obstacle to the iron and steel industry. The question arises

a8 to which is to.be transported to the other. Morcoter, giloys, such as manganese,
are needed for Tpecial tyves of steels. The continuous supply of these slloys
poses ‘apother pooblem. Markets, eas well as sources of matérials, kst be con-
sidered. Inm thia industry, the weight of cosl bulks larger than metallic ore; for
this resson and beeruse markets ahd Gefease must Le taken into acsount, Hainan is
not suitable a§ s-center. Kuang-chou or a poiht near the corl mines is batier.
Kuang-chou has the advantage of nearness to markets and esse of transport; north
Kwangtung meetd bettér the conditions of materials and defense. .

Zongahsse i foued In

gn. the eecond. question, ol diiuys, & cevteln amsunt of monganese )
Kwangtung.:" In: 1929, 1n the vicinity of Ch'in Hsien, Fang-ch'eng and Lo-ting 10,200
+6ns.vere p-oduced; in 1930, 19,200; ia 1931, 8,200. Production could be increased
by hodern metheds. ‘Mangorese is also found in nearby provinces. Vith more develop-
ment ; “the. supply would be more than encugh.

As to wolfram, Kwangtung, Hunan, and Kiangs! are China's three big producing
provinces. In. 1929, Kwangtung produced 3 ;582 tons; in 1930, 2,433, in 193L, . 2,500
tng. It is widely.found ik such hsiens na Ven-~jyuan, Lé-ch'eng, Tg-ung-hua, Chung-
shan, Tug-kven, Bo-yuan, Hul-yang, Chieh-yang, Withud , Eh-p'ing, Tzu-chin; Hai-feng,
and fhih-hsing. Production of this mineral could be increased, but other alloys heve
to be imported. Moterials such es fire-cley and fluxes can be obtained int China, -
wkich is a favoring factor. :

The mainland part of Kwangtung will be liberated in the neer future. This however
only solves the problem of releasing the i{ndustrisl power of the proviace. Many
problems of know-how and procedure will still remain. It ir important that Hainan
be libersted as soon as possible ir order that all the factors mey be coordinated

as & unit.
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